
Charter Township of Filer DDA  
Electronic (Zoom):  Regular Meeting  
Proposed Minutes 
March 2, 2021  
4:30pm 
 
Filer Township Hall 
2505 Filer City Road, Manistee, MI 49660 
231-723-3138 

 

Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance 
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Yates at 4:30p.m.  

Roll Call 
Members Present: Walker, Gutowski, Yates, Frye, Preuss, Chycinski, Newenhouse 
Members Excused Absence:  
Members Unexcused Absence:  
Others Present:  Tamara Buswinka, DDA Director, Clara Kahle, member of the public 
 

Consideration of the Minutes 
Preus moved, supported by Chycinski, to approve the February 2, 2021 minutes.  
 
Roll Call Vote:  Yates: Yes,  Chycinski: Yes,  Gutowski: Yes,  Walker: Yes,  Preuss: Yes,  Frye: Yes, 
Newenhouse, Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 

Treasurer’s Report 
Gutowski reviewed the bills to be paid and the report.  
 
Frye moved, supported by Walker, to approve the report and pay the bills as presented. 
 
Roll Call Vote:  Yates: Yes,  Chycinski: Yes,  Gutowski: Yes,  Walker: Yes,  Preuss: Yes,  Frye: Yes, 
Newenhouse, Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Gutowski stated that she has been working with Shelby State Bank to clear up issues and get signatures 
on paperwork. 
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Chairman’s Report 
Yates asked for discussion about legal representation for the Board.  Yates spoke about Figura’s 
considerable expertise in municipal law; however, Board members agreed they would secure legal 
representation with Bzdok due to their past history with Olson, Bzdok, and Howard, and Chris Bzdok 
specifically. 
 
Chycinski moved, supported by Gatowski, to secure legal representation for the DDA from Chris Bzdok, 
Olson, Bzdok, and Howard.  
 
Roll Call Vote:  Yates: Yes,  Chycinski: Yes,  Gutowski: Yes,  Walker: Yes,  Preuss: Yes,  Frye: Yes, 
Newenhouse, Yes.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Yates asked that Buswinka speak to both Bzdok and his associate who has expertise in DDA work. 

Supervisor’s Report 
Walker spoke about the work he is doing with Brian Sousa to evaluate water infrastructure.  The 
Township will be issuing a RFQ to secure a Township Engineer of Record. 

Director’s Report 
Buswinka submitted the grant to the Manistee County Community Foundation on behalf of the 
Township Board.  The Township Board voted against contributing money toward the community sign 
project.  The Board directed Buswinka to work with Amor Signs to scale back the design of the sign to 
something more simpler so that the total budget of the sign project would not exceed $25,000.00. 
Preuss offered to continue working with Buswinka on the project. 

Board Member Comments 
Yates stated that the DDA has shown their commitment to assist in developing the Township owned 
property by contributing a significant amount of money to the total cost of the conceptual planning 
project and is allowing their DDA Director to perform in-kind services.  These in-kind services utilize 
time otherwise committed to the DDA work and has a cost associated with it.  The work the Director 
will do is to seek grants on behalf of the Township Board, administer the grant funds even though the 
DDA will receive no financial benefit from the grant work as all the money received will go to the 
Township Board, provide project management services for the Township Board on the project.  Yates 
stated that this in-kind services the DDA is allowing the Director to perform has a price, a cost, that 
needs to be realized and understood by both the DDA board and Township Board, and is another way 
that the DDA is contributing financially to the conceptual planning project. 
 
Chycinski stated that he would like the DDA to consider paying for pickleball courts that would be 
located on Township owned land adjacent to Pizza Hut.  
 
Newenhouse advised Busiwnka and Preuss in redesigning the sign to ensure that the lettering of the 
sign is clear and large to allow for readability by people in cars traveling at 55 mph. 

Public Comment 
No public comment. 
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Adjournment 
Walker moved, supported by Chycinski, to adjourn the meeting at 5:45 p.m.  
 
Next regularly scheduled Board meeting is Tuesday, April 6,  2021 at 4:30pm. 

A meeting informational packet is available for public inspection at the Filer Township office, 2505 Filer City Road.  The Filer Township DDA does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the admission or access to, or treatment or employment in 
its programs or activities.  The DDA Chairperson has been designated to coordinate compliance with the non-discrimination requirements contained in Section 35.107 of the Department of Justice regulations.  Information concerning the provisions 
of the Americans with Disability Act, and the rights provided thereunder, are available from the DDA 
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