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Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance 
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Robert Yates at 3:00 p.m.  

Roll Call 
Members Present:  Yates, Walker,  Frye, Newenhouse, Preuss, Chycinski 
Members Excused Absence: Bielski, Henry 
Members Unexcused Absence:  
Others Present:  Tamara Buswinka, Director 

Consideration of Minutes  
Preuss moved, supported by Chycinski, to approve the Feb. 6, 2018 minutes.  Motion passed 
unanimously.  

Treasurer’s Report 
Preuss reviewed the Treasurer’s Report.  
 
Chycinski moved, supported by Frye, to accept the Treasurer’s Report and approve the payment of bills 
as submitted.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Walker discussed upcoming bills related to the sewer project; agreed upon lateral connections will 
need to be paid by June 2018.  Walker suggested, and general consensus of the Board agreed, that the 
DDA will pay for Lee’s Gun & Gear Shooting range lateral connection as their project was approved 
before the infrastructure was built. 
 
Walker and Board also discussed the payment for the Christmas decorations.  The three year contract 
has expired and the Board has some options in securing a different decoration provider.  The Board 
agreed that they would like to expand on the decorations for next year in the sense that they want 
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whatever decorations that are put in place are of good quality, to scale, and make an impact on the 
corridor even if it means less decorations due to pricing concerns (i.e. no decorations on Red Apple). 
 
Walker agreed to request that the company who provided the decoration services these past 3 years 
give a presentation in March to show the Board what additional products they have and to provide a 
plan for ensuring that the decorations meet the community’s standards. 
 
Walker also spoke about the funds that will be reimbursed back to the DDA as a result of receiving the 
grant funds for the sewer project (these are funds paid for services by the Township but that the USDA 
RD grant reimburses the Township for once the grant monies are released).  See document titled 
“Charter Township of Filer Sewer Project” dated Oct. 13, 2017 and sign by Terry Walker.  The funds to 
be reimbursed to the DDA as of Feb. 6, 2017 are: 

● Eric Williams $49,004.68 
● Mika Myers $26,466.80 
● Sondee, Racine,  & Doren $45,619.71 
● Administrative $597.74 

Chairman’s Report 
Yates encouraged members to seek out a new Board member to fill the existing vacancy. 
 
Yates discussed with the Board the desire to ensure that Christmas decorations next year are of high 
quality. 

Supervisor’s Report 
Walker informed the Board that the City of Manistee has received their PAR 41 permit to take care of 
certain engineering aspects of their sewage treatment facility; Swidorski Brothers is the contractor. 
 
Walker informed the Board that he secured two addresses for property that will house equipment that 
require electricity for the sewer project; the addresses are necessary in order to get power serviced to 
the sites. 

Director’s Report 
Buswinka noted the Feb. DDA report for their review.  Buswinka kindly requested that the Board take 
the survey prepared to help provide the DDA and Director strategic direction for 2018 and beyond. 
Included in the survey is a question regarding a selection of measures for success. 

Adjournment 
Yates informed the Board that he will be absent in March & April. 
 
Walker moved, supported by Newenhouse, to adjourn the meeting at 4:00pm.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Next Scheduled Meeting Tuesday, March 6,  2018 at 4:30pm.  

A meeting informational packet is available for public inspection at the Filer Township office, 2505 Filer City Road.  The Filer Township DDA does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the admission or access to, or treatment or employment in 
its programs or activities.  The DDA Chairperson has been designated to coordinate compliance with the non-discrimination requirements contained in Section 35.107 of the Department of Justice regulations.  Information concerning the provisions 
of the Americans with Disability Act, and the rights provided thereunder, are available from the DDA 
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