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Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance 
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Yates at 4:30 p.m.  

Roll Call 
Members Present:  Frye, Chycinski, Gutowski, Newenhouse, Yates, Walker 
Members Excused Absence:  
Members Unexcused Absence: Henry 
Others Present:  Tamara Buswinka, DDA Director 

Consideration of the Minutes 
Frye moved, supported by Gutowski, to approve the June 4, 2019 meeting minutes.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 

Treasurer’s Report 
Gutowski reviewed the report with the Board. 
 
Chycinski moved, supported by Frye,  to pay the bills as presented in the Treasurer’s report.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 

Chairman’s Report 
Yates reviewed the application from Mathew Johnson to be appointed to the DDA board.  The Board 
discussed the applicant and agreed he would be a welcome addition to the board.  Johnson is partial 
owner of Striketown Bowling and also an employee at Manistee Chevrolet so he would represent the 
business community on the board. 
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Chycinski moved, supported by Walker, to appoint Mathew Johnson to the DDA Board.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 

Supervisor’s Report 
Walker informed the Board that Karen Goodman, on behalf of the City of Manistee DDA, asked if the 
Filer DDA would be interested in meeting with the City DDA to explore opportunities.  Frye, Yates, and 
Walker volunteered to meet with the City DDA.  
 
Walker updated the Board on the sewer project noting that the connections of Continental Rental and 
Gil Roys has taken a complicated turn; the previously thought connection isn’t as clear cut as thought. 
Walker relayed a report from Wade Trim that stated exploratory work is needed to determine a 
number of factors that will need to be sorted out in making the connection.  The exploratory work to 
determine the best course of action to make the connections will cost approximately $3,000.00.  
 
Frye moved, supported by Gutowski, to approve the spending not to exceed $5,000.00 to pay for the 
exploratory work by Wade Trim to connect Continental Rental and Gil Roy’s to the Township waste 
water collection system.  Roll Call Vote:  Yes:  Frye, Chycinski, Gutowski, Newenhouse, Yates, Walker 
No: none  Motion passed. 

Director’s Report 
Buswinka stated that the following work was completed: 
 

❖ Worked with Gibb’s to Identify and begin the creation of marketing materials for potential 

developers that may want to develop in Filer: 
➢ Biltmore Dev. LLC 

➢ DeMaria Building Co. 

➢ Martin Property Dev. Inx. 

➢ Shelborne Dev. Co. 

➢ Taubman  

➢ Toll Brothers 

➢ Triumph Trowbridge 

❖ Worked with Ashlyn Korienek of the Manistee News Advocate to get coverage of the Retail 
Market Study. 

❖ Fielded email and phone call inquiries about the Retail Market Study. 
❖ Created a certificate of appreciation for Patty Preuss, and all past members within the past 5 

year for their service to the Board. 
❖ Wrote a Thank You card to Elmer’s for their courtesy to the business owners of the district 

during the installation of the wastewater collection system. 
❖ Wrote a Thank You card to Brian Sousa, and the Wade Trim team, for their exemplary service 

in helping the Township realize their goal of providing sewage treatment to the community. 
❖ Cemented Bob Gibb’s offer to provide one year free economic development services to the 

DDA.  
❖ Working to create a DDA and Director Work Plan to implement the Retail Market Study. 
❖ Working to get a billboard in place celebrating the Township’s best drinking water in the State 

of Michigan award. 
❖ Communicating with Mission North to get the Development Plan adopted:  typically the Clerk 

takes care of the posting and notification requirements; Richard Wilson has via email 
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contacted the Clerk to clarify the steps needed to arrange the public hearing and has prepared 
the Resolution of Support to abolish the need for the DACC (as a result of having all the 
petition signatures in documenting the residents support to not have a DACC).  Mission North 
is waiting for the public hearing to be set; Rob will present the Development PLan to the 
Township Board and the public the day of the public hearing. 

❖ Identified the Michigan Idea Exchange & P3 Program held on July 17-18 in Detroit that informs 
developers on the newest retailers wanting to find space in Michigan and allows for 
retailers/developers to connect and “make deals”.  

 
Frye moved, supported by Chycinski, to allow Buswinka to spend up to $500.00 to attend the July 
17-18, 2019 ICSC program in Detroit.  Roll Call Vote:  Yes:  Frye, Chycinski, Gutowski, Newenhouse, 
Yates, Walker No: none  Motion passed. 
 

Board Member Comments 
None. 

Adjournment 
Gutowski moved, supported by Frye, to adjourn the meeting at 5:45 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
Next Board meeting is August 6, 2019 at 4:30pm at the Township Hall.  

A meeting informational packet is available for public inspection at the Filer Township office, 2505 Filer City Road.  The Filer Township DDA does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the admission or access to, or treatment or employment in 
its programs or activities.  The DDA Chairperson has been designated to coordinate compliance with the non-discrimination requirements contained in Section 35.107 of the Department of Justice regulations.  Information concerning the provisions 
of the Americans with Disability Act, and the rights provided thereunder, are available from the DDA 
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